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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-78 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-78 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dobbelaar ("Dobbelaar", US# 6,538,672) in view of Jenson et a! ("Jenson", 
US#6,236,396). 

As per independent claim 1 , Dobbelaar discloses displaying panels on a display 
associated with an electronic device (Figure 3 element 23), the panels being arranged 
into two bars of panels with a common focus panel (Figure 3 element 23), wherein the 
focus panel identifies (a) a currently selectable lowest level in the hierarchy and (b) the 
next higher level, if any (Figure 3]bottom axis (30)] Column 7 lines 63-65), wherein 
levels, if any, in the hierarchy higher than that displayed in the focus panel are identified 
in one of at least one box, other panels of the first bar identifying groups in the hierarchy 
in the next higher level identified in the focus panel (Figure 2\wherein all levels higher 
than that displayed in the focus panel are still shown /,e. 14:00 and BBC or 15:00 
&CBS). However, Dobbelaar fails to distinctly point out using calendar information with 
this display. Jenson teaches a method for displaying calendar information in a display 



Application/Control Number: 09/988,918 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2174 

(Column 8 lines 51-54) with an electronic device (Column 3 lines 18-25) comprising: 
organizing a plurality of calendar entries into a hierarchy comprising a plurality of 
calendar groups (Column 5 lines 20-26;categor/zed by year, month) at least one of 
which calendar groups having at least one sublevel of calendar subgroups (Column 5 
lines 20-2Q]year being grouped month being subgroup), each of the panels being linked 
to one of the plurality of calendar entries (Column 7 lines 66-67 Column 8 lines 31- 
3Q]wherein groups are combined and one date is selected). Wherein panels of the 
second two bars each identify one of calendar entries (Column 8 lines 84-86). Therefore 
it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to combine the two 
bar interface of Dobbelaar with the calendar interface of Jenson. Motivation to do so 
would have been organize by time and date in a more convenient fashion. 

As per claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1, the modified Dobbelaar discloses 
a method wherein the two bars are sized and positioned on the display so as to permit 
viewing of a substantial portion of a background image presented on the display 
(Dobbelaar, Column 1 lines 62-63). 

As per claim 3, which is dependant on claim 1 , the modified Dobbelaar discloses 
a method wherein the two bars are perpendicular to one another (Dobbelaar, Figure 3). 

As per claim 4, which is dependant on claim 3, the modified Dobbelaar discloses 
a method wherein each of the two bars are positioned on the display to proximate an 
edge of the display (Dobbelaar, Figure 3; wherein the apparatus may comprise means 
for moving the axis to another position Column 5 lines 55-56), 
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As per claim 5, whicli is dependent on claim 3, the modified Dobbelaar discloses 
a method wherein each of the two bars are positioned on the display to be parallel to an 
edge of the display (Dobbelaar, Figure 3). 

As per claim 6, which is dependent on claimi, the modified Dobbelaar discloses 
a method wherein the two bars are displayed on the display only upon entry of a 
command by a user (Dobbelaar, Column 5 lines 50-52). 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 1 , the modified Dobbelaar discloses 
a method wherein the calendar groups comprise months of the year (Jenson, Column 5 
lines 20-26). 

As per claim 8, which is dependent on claim 7, the modified Dobbelaar discloses 
a method wherein the calendar groups comprise weeks of the year (Jenson, Figure 5c 
and Column 8 lines 57-62). 

As per claim 9, which is dependent on claim 7, the modified Dobbelaar discloses 
a method wherein the calendar groups comprise days of the year (Jenson, Column 8 
lines 4-6). 

As per claim 10, which is dependent on claim 8, the modified Dobbelaar 
discloses a method wherein the calendar groups comprise days of the year (Jenson, 
Column 8 lines 4-6). 

As per claim 1 1 , which is dependent on claim 9, the modified Dobbelaar 
discloses a method wherein the calendar entries correspond to discrete time periods 
within a day (Jenson, Figure 5c; time periods 8-6). 
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As per claim 12, which is dependent on claim 10, the modified Dobbelaar 
discloses a method wherein the calendar entries correspond to discrete time periods 
within a day (Jenson, Figure 5c\time periods 8-6), 

As per claim 13, which is dependent on claim 1 1 , the modified Dobbelaar 
discloses a method wherein each calendar entry is capable of storing information 
associated with the associated discrete time period (Jenson, Figure 5c; staff and 
strategy). 

As per claim 14, which is dependent on claim 12, the modified Dobbelaar 
discloses a method wherein each calendar entry is capable of storing information 
associated with the associated discrete time period (Jenson, Figure 5c; staff and 
strategy). 

As per claim 15, which is dependent on claim 1 , the modified Dobbelaar 
discloses a method wherein a currently selected lowest level in the hierarchy identified 
in the focus panel is changed upon the entry of a navigation command by the user on 
an input device (Dobbelaar, Column 7 lines 22-33). 

As per claim 16, which is dependent on claim 1 , the modified Dobbelaar 
discloses a method wherein calendar entries, groups, or subgroups linked to the panel 
are identified on the panels by text (Dobbelaar, Figure 3; text titles). 

As per claim 17, which is dependent on claim 1 , the modified Dobbelaar 
discloses a method wherein at least one of the panels is one of the semi-transparent 
and transparent (Dobbelaar, Column 2 lines 8-9) 
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As per claim 18, which is dependent on claim 1, the modified Dobbelaar 
discloses a method wherein scrolling through panels in a bar will cause panels of the 
other bar to change as appropriate (Dobbelaar, Column 3 lines 66-67 and Column 4 
lines 1-4). 

Claims 19, 40,58 are individually similar in scope to claim 1, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

As per claim 20, which is dependent on claim 19, the modified Dobbelaar 
discloses a method wherein navigating between different levels of groups is 
accomplished by selecting with an input device a desired group level (Dobbelaar, 
Column 6 lines 1-5). 

As per claim 21 , which is dependent on claim 20, the modified Dobbelaar 
discloses a method wherein selecting a desired group level with the input device 
comprises activating a button on the input device (Dobbelaar, Column 6 lines 1-5) 

As per claim 22, which is dependent of claim 20, the modified Dobbelaar 
discloses a method wherein selecting a desired group level with the input device 
comprises selecting a box on the display (Dobbelaar, Column lines ^-5]Figure 3 
element 23 wherein pictogram is a box). 

As per claim 23, which is dependent on claim 19, the modified Dobbelaar 
discloses a method wherein navigating between different levels of groups is 
accomplished by causing the panels of one of the two bars to move (Dobbelaar, 
Column 7 lines 22-26) and selecting with an input device the group in the focus panel 
(Dobbelaar, Column 7 lines 22-26\currently selected as in column 6 lines 1-5). 
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Claims 24,41 ,63 are individually similar in scope to claim 2, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 25,42,64 are individually similar in scope to claim 3, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 26,43,65 are individually similar in scope to claim 4, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 27,44,66 are individually similar in scope to claim 5, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 28,45,67 are individually similar in scope to claim 6, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 29,46,68 are individually similar in scope to claim 7, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 30,47,69 are individually similar in scope to claim 8, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 31 ,48,70 are individually similar in scope to claim 9, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 32,49,71 are individually similar in scope to claim 10, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 33,50,72 are individually similar in scope to claim 1 1 , and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 34,51,73 are individually similar in scope to claim 12, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 
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Claims 35.52,74 are individually similar in scope to claim 13. and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 36,53,75, are individually similar in scope to claim 14, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 37,55,76 are individually similar in scope to claim 16. and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 38,56,77 are individually similar in scope to claim 17, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 39,57,78 are individually similar in scope to claim 18, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 54 is individually similar in scope to claim 15, and is therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claim 59 is individually similar in scope to claim 20, and is therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claim 60 is individually similar in scope to claim 21 , and is therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claim 61 is individually similar in scope to claim 22. and is therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claim 62 is individually similar in scope to claim 23. and is therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US-6,323,883 B1- scrollable calendar method. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan Pitaro whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
1205. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00am - 4:30pm Monday through 
Thursday, and every other Friday. The Patent Office is moving, after mid October the 
new telephone number where Ryan Pitaro can be reached is (571 ) 272 - 4071 . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 703-308-0640. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ryan Pitaro 

Patent Examiner ^ 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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